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"The lady," old woman Wen said, "has heard of your
name and your position as an officer of the law. She would be
very glad to know if you are disposed to help her,"
"Pray tell me what I can do," Hsi-men said.
Lady Lin spoke for herself. "In truth," she said, "though
we have inherited a title, I have not been well-off since my
husband's death. My son was brought up without tha't
discipline which would have been good for him and, even now,
he has not passed his examination. He has studied at the
military academy, but I fear his education has been neglected.
Then, too, he has fallen into the clutches of some very objec-
tionable fellows. They have carried him off to places of ill-fame,
and, over and over again, he has brought my family to the
verge of ruin. There are times when I think of going to the
courts to make accusation against him, but I feel I cannot
bring shame upon my dead husband. I have asked you to
come, and, since I am telling you the truth, it is the same as
though I actually went to the court. I shall esteem it a great
favour if you will rid my son of these evil companions and so
enable him to make a fresh start. If*he will only change his
present mood and attend to his studies, he will become a
worthy successor to a worthy family. If you can bring this
about, I shall be eternally grateful and try to make you a
suitable return."
"Most estimable lady," Hsi-men Ch'ing said, "please do
not speak of reward. For generations your family has been
one of exalted rank. Your son is at the military academy now,
and, of course, he ought to think of his future and the title
that will come down to him. Unfortunately, he has got mixed
up with a pack of rascals and is giving himself up to wine and
undesirable young women. It is only because he is young. Now
that you have issued your commands, I will go to the office and
have the rascals punished. You shall have no further trouble."
Lady Lin stood up and made a reverence. "I hope to be
allowed to make you a present," she said.
"Please don't mention it," Hsi-mSn said. "We are such
good friends."
As they talked, they exchanged glances that were more than
affectionate. Old woman Win set the table and put wine upon
it. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing made a show of reluctance to accept such

